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Oral Presentation Workshops  
 
An essential skill for all scientists is being able to prepare and deliver an effective oral presentation, 
whether for departmental seminars or at international conferences. Although most scientists 
welcome the chance to present their work at meetings, the prospect may make them nervous, 
particularly if English is not their native language. 
 
In fact, almost all presenters face similar problems of too much data, poor visual aids, lack of 
general organization, and the common mistakes of too much time spent on preparing slides and 
too little spent on practicing. 
 
This workshop is designed to help young scientists optimally prepare, organize and design their 
talks. After an introductory session and time for preparation, each participant gives a short talk, 
which can be videoed if we plan this beforehand. This is followed by feedback from all participants. 
 
Together we assess your talk overall, clarity and presentation of the information on the slides, 
clarity of the scientific content (key message), delivery style and body language. We also have a 
question and answer session to practice dealing professionally with feedback from a scientific 
audience.  
 
If we have recorded the talks, we can watch them again from the new perspective of the knowledge 
gained during the workshop. 
 
This workshop should help you better plan talks in the future, with all the essential elements of 
design, structure, anticipation, and practice to ensure you can present a talk with confidence. 
 
 
 
 

Oral Presentation Workshop Topics 
 

Planning and structuring you talk: To help the audience understand, appreciate and 

remember you and your results! 

How to plan the content and structure before designing the slides! 

Designing effective slides — to be informative yet visually attractive and clear 

Clearly explaining your slides — to focus the audience on the key points 

Preparing good transitions between slides — to tell a logical story 

Signalling language — to alert the audience to new topics or the conclusion 

Avoiding language errors and pronunciation problems — for easy understanding 

Body language and presenting skills — to generate rapport and appear professional 

Anticipating potential problems — to remain calm no matter what 

Practicing giving a talk — presenting with confidence 

Practicing Question and Answer sessions — to leave a good last impression 
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Workshop Trainer 
 

Dr. Avril Arthur-Goettig combines her background in scientific 
research and many years of organizing scientific data, 
publishing papers, supervising graduate students, with 
subsequently working as a freelance scientific editor, writer, 
and translator. She established a freelance scientific writing 
and communication service in 1996, and has been training 
scientists in scientific communications since 2007. 
 
Avril was born in Scotland and graduated from Edinburgh 
University with a BSc (honours) in molecular biology. She 
gained a PhD in molecular genetics from Sussex University, 
UK, and obtained a 2-year MRC postdoctoral fellowship at 
Glasgow University, UK. After 3 months as a visiting scientist 
at Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, she 

joined the Department of Biochemistry at the LMU Munich, Germany, as a postdoc, moving 
on after being awarded a BMBF grant to the Munich Gene Center as a joint project leader. 
 
Since 1996 she has helped scores scientists from research institutes, biotech startups, 
biotech/pharmaceutical companies, international non-profit organizations, as well as media, 
and clinical agencies, all over Germany and Europe, with optimizing their scientific texts. 
 
 
Soft skills in writing and presentation 

Experience gained from her own research career 
(publishing papers, preparing and presenting posters 
and talks), and subsequently working as a freelancer 
editing and revising papers, answering referees 
comments, and translating scientific texts, has provided 
her with in-depth knowledge about the different aspects 
of written scientific communication, particularly the 
needs of non-English speaking scientists.  
 
She has now transferred these insights into training 
programs to provide soft skills in writing and 
presentation that are required for successful graduate 
programs. 
 
Avril also specializes in highly interactive workshops for 
more experienced graduate students, postdocs and 
group leaders, to help them maximize their English 
communication and writing skills to get published in high 
impact journals. 
 
Workshops are individually designed to meet the needs of the participant group. Please 
contact us for more information. 
 
Dr. Avril Arthur-Goettig is located in Munich, Germany, and Gioi-Cilento (SA) Italy. 

 
 

 

 


