
The Departments of Pediatrics and Translational Pediatrics offer by the next possible date two 
positions for 

PhD-Students (m/f/d) 

The University Hospital of Würzburg is one of the oldest and largest university hospitals in Germany. 
34 specialized clinics, departments and institutes provide excellent research and teaching and enable 
interprofessional and interdisciplinary patient care at the highest level. The joint mission of the 
University Hospital of Würzburg and the University of Würzburg is to create a vivid and favorable 
research environment for Clinical Research and Medical Translation. To this end, the Department of 
Translational Pediatrics has been recently appointed and commits themselves together with the 
Children’s Hospital to this goal. In concert, they have created a Pediatric Research Unit that operates 
local, national and international networks of active collaborations with scientists across the world.  

Your projects: 

The applicants will work on two different DFG-funded projects investigating the postnatal 
development of immunity and gut microbiota in preterm infants. To this end, birth cohorts including 
biobanks have been established and deep phenotyping is performed using all kinds of omics 
technologies including transcriptomics, proteomics and chipcytometry. Either your task will be the 
integration of immune and microbiome sequencing data with curated granular clinical metadata by 
using modern bioinformatics pipelines in tight collaboration with strong partners or to perform 
chipcytometry analyses within the vaccination project of the multicenter study PRIMAL that are 
likewise subsequently integrated with clinical metadata.  

Your qualification: 

Candidates should have successfully completed a university degree in either computational biology or 
life sciences or medicine. They should have very good oral and written language skills in German and 
English. Prior experience in immunology, high-throughput sequencing methods and bioinformatics are 
welcome. We look for talented and highly motivated young people with enthusiasm for science and 
openness to new technologies. 

Our offer: 

We provide an international, interdisciplinary, exciting and stimulating scientific environment at the 
Research Center for Infectious Diseases of the University of Würzburg (ZINF) and the University 
Hospital Campus Würzburg with strong connections to the WüSI (Max-Planck Würzburg Institute of 
Systems Immunology), the HIRI (Helmholtz Institute for RNA-based Infection Research), and the 
Biocenter of the University of Würzburg. Specifically, we offer 

• Commitment to the applicants career development 
• Well-funded projects at the leading edge of early-life immunology 
• Weekly joint lab meeting 
• Excellent scientific infrastructure and state-of-the-art methodologies 
• An international environment characterized by a strong focus on science and research 
• A high potential for individual development of our employees 
• A welcoming and enthusiastic team 
• Active participation in international conferences 
• Great networking opportunities with our collaborators in Germany and abroad 



The University Hospital of Würzburg is an equal opportunity employer. As such, we explicitly encourage 
applications from qualified women. Severely handicapped applicants will be given preferential 
consideration when equally qualified.  
 
Starting date: as soon as possible 
The contract will be for three years with the possibility for extension. 
Salary: 65% TV-L E13 

Please send your application by referencing to job offer containing CV, motivation letter (up to one 
page), and possible references to: 

University Hospital of Würzburg, Department of Translational Pediatrics, Prof. Dr. Dorothee Viemann, 
ZEMM, Zinklesweg 10, 97078 Würzburg, Germany or by e-mail: Viemann_D@ukw.de 

For further information related to the position, please do not hesitate to contact: 

• Prof. Dr. Dorothee Viemann, Head of Translational Pediatrics, Telephone: +49 931 201 45848 or by 
e-mail: Viemann_D@ukw.de 

• Prof. Dr. Christoph Härtel, Head of Children’s Hospital, Telephone: +49 931 201 27830 or by e-mail: 
Haertel_C1@ukw.de 
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