
Postdoc and PhD Student positions – Molecular Mechanisms of Gene Transcription 
 

At the Department of Biochemistry and Cell Biology of the Julius-Maximilian-University of 
Würzburg, Germany, positions are available for  

 
one Postdoctoral Scientist and one Ph.D. Student. 

 
The Postdoctoral Scientist in the group of Prof. Stefan Gaubatz will study the function of the 
B-MYB-MuvB (MMB) multiprotein complex, a master regulator of mitotic gene expression. 
Correct regulation of cell cycle genes is essential for normal development and, when disrupted, 
can lead to cancer. The project aims to determine the molecular mechanisms underlying the 
activation of mitotic genes by B-MYB and MMB and to study the crosstalk with the Hippo-YAP 
signaling pathway using cell culture and state-of-the-art molecular biology techniques, 
including ChIPseq, ATACseq, Cut & Run and CRISPR-interference.   
 
See: 
Cell Reports (2019) doi: 10.1016/j.celrep.2019.05.071 
PLOS Genetics (2020) doi: 10.1371/journal.pgen.1008818  
 
The DFG-funded Ph.D. Student in the group of Prof. Christian Haering will study the control 
of gene expression by SMC protein complexes. SMC complexes are molecular machines that 
control genome architecture by extruding long loops of DNA. The project aims to reveal the 
mechanisms of SMC targeting to chromosomes using an interdisciplinary approach that 
combines biochemistry and molecular cell biology with cutting-edge structural biology and 
biophysical methods. 
 
See: 
Mol Cell (2019) doi: 10.1016/j.molcel.2019.03.037 
Nat Struct Mol Biol. (2020) doi: 10.1038/s41594-020-0457-x 
 
Requirements:  
Candidates should be highly motivated and have a solid background in a relevant biomedical 
discipline. Good communication and teamwork skills and fluency in English are essential. 
The Postdoc position requires a Ph.D. in the life sciences. Experience in animal work and/or 
knowledge in bioinformatics analysis of NGS data is beneficial but not a strict prerequisite.  
The Ph.D. Student position requires a M.Sc. in the life sciences or equivalent for enrolment at 
the Würzburg Graduate School of Life Sciences. Experience in protein biochemistry, 
biophysics or structural biology is a plus.  
 
We offer:  
A highly stimulating international research environment in a well-equipped and modern 
department at the University of Würzburg Biocenter, which provides diverse opportunities for 
collaborations. Remuneration will be based on the pay scale for the public sector in Germany 
(TV-L). JMU seeks to increase the percentage of women and therefore strongly encourages 
qualified women to apply. Preference will be given to handicapped persons in case of 
otherwise equal aptitude. The duration limit of the Postdoc contract is based on the 
Wissenschaftszeitvertragsgesetz (WissZeitVG), the Ph.D. Student contract is initially limited 
to 3 years.  
 

https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/bcz/forschung/forschung-ag-gaubatz/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211124719307004
https://journals.plos.org/plosgenetics/article?id=10.1371/journal.pgen.1008818
https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/bcz/research/research-haering-group/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1097276519302667
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41594-020-0457-x
https://www.graduateschools.uni-wuerzburg.de/life-sciences/startseite/
https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/home/


Application/ Contact: 
Please send your application package, which should include a statement of motivation, a 
detailed CV with detailed academic records and the contact details of at least two references, 
as a single file by email to bcz@uni-wuerzburg.de. Applications should be sent latest by March 
22nd and will be reviewed as they arrive. 
 
For further information please contact Stefan Gaubatz or Christian Haering or visit our website. 
 

mailto:bcz@uni-wuerzburg.de
mailto:stefan.gaubatz@biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de
mailto:christian.haering@uni-wuerzburg.de
http://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/en/bcz/research/

