
 

 
 

PhD position (m/f/d) in molecular neurobiology 
 

As part of a collaborative DFG-funded project, a 3-year PhD position in the subject 
area of neurobiology is immediately available in the work group of Molecular Genetics 
located at the Biocenter. Salary is based on TV-L (E13, 65%). 
 
Topic: 
Coffin-Lowry Syndrome (CLS) is a rare human disorder characterized by severe 
mental disabilities and is caused by mutations in the protein kinase RSK. Yet, the 
pathophysiology of CSL is poorly understood. Animal model systems like Drosophila 
provided first evidence for synaptic dysfunctions.  
Using central brain and motorneuron synapses in Drosophila as a model in 
combination with molecular, imaging and behavioral approaches, the involvement of 
RSK in synaptic transmission and plasticity, axonal transport and intracellular signaling 
processes will be studied. We teamed up with the Department of Neurobiology and 
Genetics (Prof. Charlotte Helfrich-Förster and Prof. Christian Wegener) at the 
Biocenter to extend the analysis also at the behavioral level.

Application: 
Applicants should hold a Master degree or equivalent in life sciences. A strong interest 
in neurobiology and open-minded interactions within this cooperative project are 
expected. Experience in molecular and imaging methods is a clear benefit but not a 
prerequisite. As a PhD student, you have the opportunity to become part of the 
Graduate School of Life Sciences, which provides an interdisciplinary research 
environment and offers an extensive transferable skill program. 
The University of Würzburg is an equal opportunities employer and places particular 
emphasis on fostering career opportunities for women. Qualified women are therefore 
strongly encouraged to apply. Applications of disabled persons with equal 
qualifications will be treated preferentially. 
 
Please send your application preferable as a single pdf file to thomas.raabe@uni-
wuerzburg.de. 
Applications should include a short motivation letter, CV, your final grade certificate 
and contact details of at least one potential referee. 
 
For further information, do not hesitate and contact me by phone or email. 
 
Prof. Dr. Thomas Raabe 
Molecular Genetics 
University of Würzburg 
Biozentrum, Am Hubland 
97072 Würzburg 
 
phone: 0931-31-88548 
e-mail: thomas.raabe@uni-wuerzburg.de 
homepage: https://www.biozentrum.uni-wuerzburg.de/ag-raabe/startseite/ 
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