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In this lecture, Dr. Fagan will explore how in the first half 
of the nineteenth century African Americans read and 
responded to the most widespread and powerful 
medium of their day, the newspaper. His investigation 

will focus on how Frederick Douglass and Harriet Jacobs 
took up the issue of the news in their slave narratives, and 
situate these two canonical figures within the broader 
cultures of early African American reading and writing.

Die Graduiertenschule für die Geisteswissenschaften 
und der Lehrstuhl für Amerikanistik 
laden Interessenten aller Fächer ein zu einem

im Rahmen der Vorlesung "Early American Literature" (Prof. Dr. Achilles).

“Reading the News 
in Early African American Literature”
Dr. Benjamin Fagan 
(American Academy of Arts and Sciences - Cambridge, MA.)
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